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SUMMARY OF PROPOSED ACTION 
 

Land Use Application to allow an 83,000 square foot below grade research facility with a 1,500 

square foot one story entrance, 85’ utility tower and new pedestrian ramp above grade.  Review 

includes landscaping and site improvements at grade above the structure.  (UW Animal Research 

and Care Facility) Draft Environmental Impact Statement date July 29, 2014 prepared by the 

University of Washington.  
 

The following approvals are required for this project: 
 

 SEPA – For conditioning only - Chapter 25.05, Seattle Municipal Code. 
 
 

SEPA DETERMINATION:   [   ]   Exempt   [   ]   DNS   [   ]   MDNS   [X]   EIS * 
 

[   ]   DNS with conditions 
 

[   ]   DNS involving non-exempt grading, or demolition, or  

involving another agency with jurisdiction 
 

* UW DEIS published July 29, 2014, and FEIS published November 5, 2014. 
 
 

BACKGROUND INFORMATION 
 

Site and Vicinity 
 

Currently the site is a University of Washington open 

space bounded by the Foege Science buildings, the 

University of Washington Health Sciences Complex and 

NE Pacific Street. The site serves as a view corridor from 

University property across NE Pacific Street and Union 

Bay to the southwest. The site is accessed by 

maintenance vehicles via NE Boat Street and a loading 
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dock and pedestrian walkways through the site. There is no formalized vehicle access to the site. 

There are no Environmentally Critical Areas mapped at the site. A portion of the site is within 

the Shoreline District Urban Stable (US) environment.  The project received a Shoreline 

Exemption (project 6410711) from the Department of Planning and Development (DPD) for the 

work.  The project is subject to DPD’s Streamlined Design Review to remove an exceptional tree 

and has received Design Guidance. 

 

The project site is located at 1450 NE Boat Street at the University of Washington. The 42,000 

square foot site is located on NE Pacific Street.  The University of Washington (UW) is a major 

institution with an MI overlay and adopted master plan. The property is zoned MIO-65-C1-40, 

MIO-105-MR of the University of Washington Major Institution Master Plan. Zoning to the 

north and west is MIO-65-C1-40, major institution overlay with an underlying commercial zone.  

Zoning to the east is MIO-105-MR, midrise underlying zone and to the south is MIO-37-IC-45, 

industrial commercial underlying zone. Uses in the vicinity are institutional and commercial.   
 

Proposal 

 

The project proposal is to provide research and office space for the Department of Comparative 

Medicine and the Non-Human Primate Center; the Animal Research and Care Facility (ARCF). 

The University of Washington published a draft environmental impact statement (DEIS) July 29, 

2014 and a Final EIS November 5, 2014. 

 

The site area for the project is a University lawn approximately 42,000 square feet.  The project 

is proposed to be a two level underground facility with one mechanical tower, a 1,500 square 

foot entry pavilion, and a redesigned landscape in the view corridor extending to NE Boat Street. 

The underground building will connect with neighboring Foege Hall to the west and the Health 

Sciences complex to the east.  Vehicle access will be via NE Boat Street at the current and 

expanded service dock.  The entry pavilion will provide pedestrian access via stairs to the below 

grade corridor.  The newly designed view corridor will provide pedestrian access from NE 

Pacific Street to NE Boat Street and pedestrian access east and west mid site. The landscape is 

proposed to be a high interest, park-like design with increased seating, gardens, and lawn.  The 

applicant proposes to remove one exceptional tree. 

 

The proposal was identified in the EIS as Alternative 1.  Impacts and mitigation are described in 

the environmental documents, the FEIS, starting on Table 1-1 page 1-4.   

 

Public Comment and Notice 

 

On September 4, 2014, the Department published a Notice of Application for the Master Use 

Permit.  The official public comment period ended on September 17, 2014.  No comments were 

received.  
 
 

ANALYSIS – STATE ENVIRONMENTAL POLICY ACT (SEPA) 
 

Environmental impacts of the proposal have been analyzed in environmental documents 

prepared by the University of Washington.  The initial disclosure of the potential impacts from 

this project was made in the Draft Supplemental Environmental Impact Statement issued July 29, 

2014; and the Final Supplemental Environmental Impact Statement issued November 5, 2014. 
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The Department reviewed the environmental impacts of the proposal in order to impose further 

conditions if necessary.  This proposal is reviewed under substantive SEPA authority.  

Disclosure of the potential impacts from this project was made in the environmental documents 

listed above.  This information, supplemental information provided by the applicant and the 

experience of this agency with review of similar projects form the basis of this analysis and 

conditioning. 

 

The SEPA Overview Policy (SMC 25.05.665) establishes the relationship between codes, 

policies, and environmental review.  Specific policies for specific elements of the environment, 

certain neighborhood plans, and other policies explicitly referenced may serve as the basis for 

exercising substantive SEPA authority.  The Overview Policy states in part: "where City 

regulations have been adopted to address an environmental impact, it shall be presumed that such 

regulations are adequate to achieve sufficient mitigation" (subject to some limitations).  Under 

certain limitations/circumstances (SMC 25.05.665 D 1-7) mitigation can be considered.  Thus, a 

more detailed discussion of some of the impacts is appropriate. 

 

Short-Term Impacts 

 

There could be short-term impacts during construction of the new facility:  construction noise; 

stormwater runoff and erosion; greenhouse gas emissions; and construction traffic and parking.   

Adopted Codes and Ordinances and other agency review, such as the Noise Ordinance, Street 

Use Ordinance, Stormwater Code, Grading Code, and Puget Sound Clean Air Agency 

regulations, will appropriately mitigate these potential adverse impacts.  However, additional 

consideration of potential construction traffic is warranted.  

 

Construction Impacts 

 

Truck related traffic from construction workers and equipment, grading activities, and material 

deliveries could impact roadways in the vicinity of the project site.  Attention should be given to 

the potential impact of construction worker parking on the parking supply in the vicinity of the 

project site. 

 

The applicant and the contractor for the project will prepare a Construction Management Plan to 

address construction traffic (specifically truck trips).  This plan shall be submitted to DPD and 

SDOT prior to issuance of a construction permit.  The plan shall outline delivery routes for truck 

trips to minimize disruption to traffic flow on adjacent streets and roadways, including 

appropriate signage, flaggers, route definitions, flow of vehicles and pedestrians during 

construction.  The plan shall identify truck and construction equipment circulation routes 

between the site and regional routes such as I-5 or SR 520.  The plan shall require delivery trucks 

and material transportation trucks to avoid A.M. and P.M. peak traffic periods on City streets.  

No further mitigation is required. 

 

Long-Term Impacts 

 

Development of the proposed research center will not result in significant changes in the area. 

Accordingly, the University’s environmental documents did not identify any significant long-

term impacts from the proposal. 
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Additional transportation impacts beyond existing conditions are not likely.  It is anticipated that 

the transportation impacts in the area will increase slightly.  The proposal would replace other 

UW facilities and expand the use.  The completed project will partially divert population from 

others areas of the campus. The anticipated 40 employees are not expected to create increased 

demand for services.  

 

Therefore, further conditions to mitigate long-term impacts of the proposal are not necessary. 

 

 

SEPA CONDITIONS 

 

Prior to Construction Permit Issuance (including grading, demolition and construction) 

 

1. The applicant and the contractor for the project shall prepare a Construction Management 

Plan to address construction traffic and parking for workers and construction vehicles, for 

review and approval by SDOT and DPD.  The plan shall outline delivery routes for truck 

trips to minimize disruption to traffic flow on adjacent streets and roadways, including 

appropriate signage, flaggers, route definitions, flow of vehicles and pedestrians during 

construction.  The plan shall identify truck and construction equipment circulation routes 

between the site and regional routes such as I-5 or SR 520.  Trucks related to the construction 

activity shall avoid peak periods of 7:00 – 9:00 A.M. and 3:00 - 6:00 P.M., Monday through 

Friday. 

 

 

 

Signature:   (signature on file)  Date:   January 12, 2015  

Holly J. Godard,  

Senior Land Use Planner 

  Department of Planning and Development 
 
HJG:rgc 
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IMPORTANT INFORMATION FOR ISSUANCE OF YOUR MASTER USE PERMIT 

 

Master Use Permit Expiration and Issuance  

 

The appealable land use decision on your Master Use Permit (MUP) application has now been published.  At the 

conclusion of the appeal period, your permit will be considered “approved for issuance”.  (If your decision is 

appealed, your permit will be considered “approved for issuance” on the fourth day following the City Hearing 

Examiner’s decision.)  Projects requiring a Council land use action shall be considered “approved for issuance” 

following the Council’s decision. 

 

The “approved for issuance” date marks the beginning of the three year life of the MUP approval, whether or not 

there are outstanding corrections to be made or pre-issuance conditions to be met.  The permit must be issued by 

DPD within that three years or it will expire and be cancelled (SMC 23-76-028).  (Projects with a shoreline 

component have a two year life.  Additional information regarding the effective date of shoreline permits may be 

found at 23.60.074.)   

 

All outstanding corrections must be made, any pre-issuance conditions met and all outstanding fees paid before the 

permit is issued.  You will be notified when your permit has issued. 

 

Questions regarding the issuance and expiration of your permit may be addressed to the Public Resource Center at 

prc@seattle.gov or to our message line at 206-684-8467. 

mailto:prc@seattle.gov

